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 Transdermal estrogen bypasses the liver and does not affect TBG levels. 
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 Corrected Ca = Serum Ca+ (0.8*(4-Serum Albumin)) 
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 Maternal anti-TSH measured at 22 wks of gestation 

 Current recommendations state that once the patient complains of fever and sore throat, 

the antithyroid drug .should be discontinued promptly and the WBC count measured. A total 

WBC count Jess than 1 ,000/cubic mm warrants permanent discontinuation of the drug. If 

the total WBC count is more than 1 ,500 per cubic mm, antithyroid drug toxicity is unlikely to 

be the cause of the sore throat and fever. 
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 The most common side effect of ATDs is allergic reaction (2% of patients). The most 

serious side effect is agranulocytosis (0.3% of patients), and all patients must be informed 

about it. 
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 Many TSH-secreting pituitary adenomas overproduce the alpha-subunit. and an elevated 

ratio of alpha-subunit to TSH suggests a pituitary adenoma. 
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 Hypomagnesemia is very common in hospitalized alcoholics and can cause hypocalcemia 

by inducing resistance to parathyroid hormone (PTH) as well as by decreasing PTH 

secretion. The cause of hypomagnesemia in alcoholics is multifactorial, and may include 

urinary losses, malnutrition, acute pancreatitis, and diarrhea. 



  
 Hypocalcemia is uncommon following blood transfusion in patients with normal liver 

function as citrate is rapidly metabolized by the liver; however, this patient likely has hepatic 

dysfunction due to the liver laceration as well as ischemic liver injury due to hypotension. 

Other infused substances that can chelate calcium in the blood include lactate, foscarnet, 

and sodium ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA). 
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